Rotarian drives 1930 Packard over 4,000 miles in 23 days to RI Convention
Joanne Pistorius and husband Brando just drove 4,000 miles in only 3 weeks. For many that does not seem to be so unusual. Who hasn’t gone on a “road trip” before? We have all seen ourselves as “The Griswolds” in the “Vacation” movies at least once in our lifetimes! Their story adds a wrinkle to that adventure. This was in an original 1930 Packard…in the summertime (with no air conditioner)!

“Unless you count 7 windows to open, but that even felt a little more like a convection oven than an A/C!” states Joanne. “Luckily 
They drove from Tampa, Florida to Montreal, Canada, for the Rotary International Convention, and then headed back via Louisville Kentucky for the 75th Anniversary of the AACA (Antique Automobile Club of America). “We stopped at a Rotary Club each day along the route for a meal (and a make-up!) at the meetings, show off the car, and talk a little about our ACHAFR-NA fellowship. We saw some of the most beautiful parts of America, traveling a route that you could not find with the standard interstate drive.”
Alicia Argiz-Lyons, Executive Director for Kids Wish Network, was on hand for a send-off in downtown Tampa at the Tampa Bay History Center. Proceeds from the donations on this tour benefitted the Kids Wish Network. Alicia arranged for the news helicopter to film our departure out of Tampa with the Packard weaving her way out of downtown traffic! 

“We had some friends from the Hyde Park Rotary Club come to see us off along with District Governor Ed Odom. It was oppressively hot for the first 2-3 days driving through Florida, Georgia and South Carolina (which topped out at 102 degrees). But thereafter it cooled off and we had a lovely drive.”

“We encountered the occasional mechanical difficulties, but my husband is an expert in antique car restoration, so no ‘bump in the road’ cost us more than an hour of down time before Brando had us off and running again.”

One of the perks when driving a classic car is all the attention you get that goes with it. Traffic parts way and they even escaped a few parking tickets from the kind officers along the way! “Speeding was not a factor, although we were able to cruise at about 50+ mph” even though the generator melted down on the first day of the trip!
“When making a quick stop at Staples in Hilton Head to have my laptop virus removed, we were actually hit by a Hummer in the parking lot!” Only a Packard could take on a teen driver on the cell phone backing up, and thankfully her boyfriend explained to her that hitting a classic car was actually a very big deal! But luckily no damages to speak of.

The Rotary Clubs who hosted the Pistorius’ include:
Hilton Head SC (dinner and breakfast)

Georgetown SC (lunch)

Princess Anne, Virginia Beach, VA (lunch)

Camden-Wyoming, DE (dinner)

Smyrna, DE (breakfast)

Middleburgh, NY (dinner)

“Once we arrived at the RI Convention, we were amazed at the miles of aisles for Rotary Fellowships and Action Groups at the House of Friendship. The Convention itself and the plenary sessions were entertained with some famous philanthropists such as Dolly Parton, Cirque Du Soleil, Queen Noor, and many more.

After the RI Convention we toured our way west along the St. Lawrence River and visited some beautiful, historic areas of Canada. We slept in a Bed & Breakfast where the owner was the personal Chef to Her Majesty the Queen of England for 15 years. We passed through Toronto during the same moments they had major riots because of the G8/G20 Summit. We visited the wine country of Niagara-on-the-Lakes and saw Niagara Falls for the first time. We ate at the original restaurant for Buffalo Wings at the Anchor Bar. We attended the 75th Anniversary Jubilee of the Antique Automobile Club of America in Louisville, where we saw over 800 of the finest Classic Cars in existence. I bought a Kentucky Derby Ladies Chapeau at Churchill Downs, and we visited the most haunted tavern in Kentucky, where Abe Lincoln stayed.”
A few more statistics:

Miles travelled in total- 3966 

Gas consumed- 387 gallon 

Average gas mileage- 10.25 miles per gallon 

States visited- 13: Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama. Canada- 2: Quebec, Ontario 

Delays in travel- 4: generator melt down, tire change, fuel pump bypass, gas misjudgment :-). 


The trip’s goal was to bring awareness to our Rotary Club of Tampa- Hyde Park, Rotary International, the local Rotary Clubs visited along the way, the Rotary Car Fellowship (ACHAFR) and the Kids Wish Network. “This is the most photographed car we have ever owned, we met hundreds of people along the way, and logged a lot of interesting stories. We have a daily blog and photos on our website http://www.achafr.com/blog.htm .... I hope you enjoy the stories.”
“I also hope you consider supporting the Kids Wish Network. Brando and my efforts have made possible the wishes of 2 special kids already, through our Pistorius Car Rally, the Tampa-to-Montreal Ride-Along Tour and our classic car networking with the AACA Headquarters in Hershey Pennsylvania. We are now considered “Guardian Angels” with KWN. And the raffle tickets to win a pair of Corvettes are affordable and well with your donation www.winthevettes.com “
Plans are being made for the 2011 ACHAFR Ride-Along Tour from Tampa to New Orleans for the RI Convention. There may be cars from California to New Orleans also forming a tour, so for more information on the international Antique, Classic and Historic Automobile Fellowship of Rotarians, please contact Joanne Pistorius (813) 714-1019 joanne@transflor.com or www.achafr.com
